Notice of Motion - Criminal Code Amendment

Resolution # CRM20200623.1017
Moved by Councillor Soroka

That Council lobby the federal government to revoke the amendments to the criminal
code on May 1, 2020 under an “Order in Council” titled and referred to as “Regulations
Amending the Regulations Prescribing Certain Firearms and Other Weapons,
Components and Parts of Weapons, Accessories, Cartridge Magazines, Ammunition
and Projectiles as Prohibited, Restricted or Non-Restricted: SOR/2020-96.

The City of Cold Lake supports initiatives to end violence; however, feels very strongly
that the Government of Canada is wasting valuable resources and taking the wrong
approach to gun control that will have zero effect on gun crime.

WHEREAS on May 1, 2020, the federal government amended the Criminal Code by
ordering regulations prescribing certain firearms, components and parts of firearms,
accessories, cartridge magazines, ammunition and projectiles as prohibited or
restricted;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Canada is planning a buyback program to get the
guns out of circulation, which is expected to cost between $400 million and $600 million,
and if the history of federal estimating repeats itself, will likely be in excess of $1 Billion;

AND WHEREAS the City of Cold Lake supports the Government of Canada’s
commitment to end violence, whether firearms are involved or not, by taking the
opportunity to be more engaged and to collaborate with the public and local
stakeholders to develop more effective solutions on the issue;

NOW THERE BE RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Cold Lake urges the
Government of Canada to revoke the amendment, and instead institute the following:

Target crime, and focus on enforcement through enhanced enforcement capacity for
law enforcement and border services, as well as harsher punishments for firearms
trafficking and crimes involving firearms. The current ban targets law-abiding owners,
rather than the holders of illicit firearms, and would not greatly impact crime reduction;

Collect and share relevant data on crime involving firearms through improved collection
and sharing of data on crimes involving firearms, particularly in terms of sources of illicit
firearms, and the types of crime being committed. This data is critical for supporting law
enforcement and border agencies efforts, as well as informing policy and legislation;



Collaborate with the firearms community and industry to support communication,
training and public education regarding firearms to create a multi-faceted approach
rather than implementing a ban in isolation;

And that a copy of this resolution be sent to the Right Honourable Justin Trudeau Prime
Minister of Canada; the Honourable David Lametti, Attorney General; the Honourable
Bill Blair, Minister of Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness; the Honourable
Andrew Scheer, Leader of the Official Opposition; David Yurdiga, MP Fort McMurray -
Cold Lake; the Honourable Jason Kenny, Premier of Alberta; the Honourable Doug
Schweitzer, Solicitor General; Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM); Alberta
Urban Municipalities Association (AUMA); Rural Municipalities Association of Alberta
(RMA); and all municipalities within the provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan and
Manitoba.

In Favor (5): Mayor Copeland, Councillor Buckle, Councillor Grau, Councillor Lay, and
Councillor Soroka

Opposed (2): Councillor Lefebvre, and Councillor Vining

Carried



